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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-723
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Boyer
Date of Introduction: November 12, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: November 14, 2014
Type of Action: City Charter amendment; authorization for referendum; providing for preparation of a referendum financial impact statement; direction to Supervisor of Elections
Bill Summary: The bill amends the City Charter, subject to voter approval by referendum, to repeal Chapter 1 – General Provisions – of Article 7 – Departments; to relocate existing sections 7.101 through 7.105 relating to department directors and division chiefs, use of central services and the Public Health Department to Article 6 – Mayor - and renumber as Sections 6.09 through 6.13; and to amend remaining sections 7.201 through 7.220 having to do with the Office of General Counsel. The new General Counsel language incorporates new provisions regarding engagement of private counsel by the City and its independent authorities; provides that the General Counsel and assistant general counsels shall not engage in any other activities to supplement their income; requires that the General Counsel shall make legal decisions on the merits for the best interests of the consolidated government without giving preference to any official or agency; requires the General Counsel to advise its client agencies on new or existing state laws and City ordinances and resolutions that affect their operations; to revise the General Counsel selection process by eliminating the selection committee and increasing the minimum qualification from 5 to 10 years of service as a practicing attorney or judge; to provide that mayor’s appointment of a General Counsel shall be for the term of the appointing mayor and must be approved by at least 13 members of City Council within 60 days of the nomination, during which the Council may consult with the City’s constitutional officers, the Jacksonville Bar Association and with former general counsels about the qualifications of the nominee; changes the procedure for filling a vacancy and appointing an acting general counsel in the interim; changes the standard for a mayor removing a general counsel from “cause” to “misfeasance, malfeasance or criminal conduct”; adds a new provision allowing removal of the general counsel by a vote of 15 City Council  members for reasons of misfeasance, malfeasance or criminal conduct; and increases the amount of the litigation imprest fund from $500 to $2,500.
The bill authorizes the Supervisor of Elections to conduct a referendum on the May 19. 2015 city election ballot and provides for the convening of a Financial Impact Statement committee on the potential cost of the changes.
Background Information: The bill proposes Charter changes recommended by the Task Force on Consolidated Government as a result of its study of the form and function of the consolidated government.
Policy Impact Area: General Counsel charter revisions
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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